cies are now in the process of permitting more than 100,000 new CBM wells in the Powder River Basin of northeastern Wyoming and south-central Montana, an area larger than Connecticut and Massachusetts combined. These wells will, using even the most conservative estimates, release many trillions of cubic meters of produced water to the surface.
The Powder, Little Powder, Belle Fourche, and Cheyenne Rivers will be hugely impacted. Natives like the sturgeon chub, shovelnose sturgeon, western silvery minnow, and the rare mayfly Analetris eximia will have little chance of survival. The point is that CBM production is now the 800-pound gorilla among impacts to prairie streams. Any effort to discuss Great Plains prairie streams now needs to include the impacts of too much water, not just dewatering and dams.
I have found that most of the public and, surprisingly, many biologists are unaware of CBM or of its impacts. It was thus especially discouraging to find the entire subject ignored by Dodds and colleagues in what was otherwise a most informative piece. ). This article addressed many issues that are of great concern. The importance of the upkeep and preservation of biological collections throughout the world cannot be overstated. Remarkable advances in technology mean the possibilities for using collections are growing every day.
JERRY FREILICH
We have just conducted a small project funded through the National Science Foundation to begin digital imaging of Antarctic specimens from the Smithsonian Institution's invertebrate zoology collections. These are added to the Smithsonian's new multimedia cataloging system and then made accessible to the general public through the Internet. These collections will thus be made accessible to everyone, from scientists to a 10-year-old interested in seeing a starfish from Antarctica.
The possibilities for using these technologies are almost endless and can broaden our use of biological collections in many ways. I could not agree more with the authors that funding for the upkeep and maintenance of these collections is vital to the future of scientific and educational endeavors. It would be a tragedy to let some of our nation's treasures fall into a state of degradation and neglect when the benefits so far outweigh the costs of their maintenance. Another Threat to Prairie Streams
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